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2021 School Terms 

Term 1  28 Jan - 1 April 

Term 2  19 April - 25 June 

Term 3  12 July - 17 Sept  

Term 4  4 Oct - 17 Dec 
 

End of Term dismissal  

Friday 25 June at 2:30 pm 
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June 24 2021  
Dear parents and carers, 
It’s hard to believe that we have already come to the end of the second term of the year!  
As we have all navigated our way through the adjustments from onsite to remote learn-
ing, our community has continued to support of our school management of COVID-
safety plans and the required changes to our routines.  This is greatly appreciated!      
Thank you to students, staff and parents/carers for the flexibility and resilience demon-
strated over the latest lockdown period earlier this month. Due to the timing of the lock-
down, students’ first semester reports will be provided early next term. Information about 
student learning conversations will be provided after the return to school on 12 July.   
 
Congratulations to our students, teachers and support staff on a wonderful term of  
learning! In this newsletter, teams have provided information about some of the  
highlights of the term. 
 
School Review - 2021 As part of the improvement cycle, each Victorian government 
school undertakes a review every four years. Schools complete a comprehensive  
self-evaluation against the Framework for Improving Student Outcomes (FISO)continua 
of practice. School reflection and self-evaluation helps identify what is working well, what 
needs to continue and which areas of the school's work may need to be improved or 
further developed. It informs decisions relating to priority-setting, initiatives, strategies 
and actions for improvement.  An independent analysis is also completed of a school’s 
performance against their goals and targets in their school strategic plan. The review 
evaluates the school's strengths, areas for improvement and the impact of its improve-
ment efforts.  At the end of the review, a new four-year school strategic plan is created 
and endorsed by the school community. 
DPN will be undertaking a school review in Term 3. Work on the self-evaluation has 
been untaken this term and we look forward to working through the review process with 
our appointed reviewer next term.  
 
Kelly Club - Out of School Hours Care (OSHC), will begin in Term 3! 
Bookings can be made online www.kellyclub.com.au  or by phone 03 9384 2204. 
Inquiries can be made at the school office - 93634600. 
 
We look forward to the possibility of welcoming our families back to more school events 
in Term 3.  
Wishing you all a safe and happy school holiday break. 
 

Kind regards,     Liz Balharrie 
 

Be…    respectful   empathetic       resilient              your best      

Principal - Liz Balharrie          Assistant Principals - Lynne Ord-Oraniuk and Francisco Quimbo 

   

 

Office Hours:   Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:00pm   

  Address: 18 - 36 Mawson Avenue, Deer Park, 3023  Phone: 93634600   

 Email: deer.park.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Web: www.deerparknthps.vic.edu.au 
   

Calendar of Events Message from the Principal 

WINTER UNIFORM - Terms 2 and 3  
Time for students to be wearing win-
ter uniform.  
Girls- winter tunic, black tights, skort, 
skirt. 
 
Boys/Girls - windcheater, bomber jack-
et, polo top (long/short sleeves), shorts, 
black pants. 
Sports top for Year 5/6 students. 
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Semester 1 in Year 3/4 
The Year 3/4 students have had a wonderful first semester in 2021! 

Students have shown great flexibility transitioning between learning onsite and learning 

at home, and should be very proud of their efforts! 

Semester 1 has been filled with lots of fun and new learning for students, such as read-

ing both fiction and non-fiction texts, writing both true stories and persuasive speeches, 

and learning all about place value, addition and subtraction. 

A highlight for students this semester has been Inquiry, where students have learnt all 

about their own and each other’s cultures and traditions.  

 

Students were able to share 

their cultural items, such as 

clothing and jewellery with one 

another, and explain the  

background behind these 

items. 

 

Students also taught one  

another about the different  

celebrations and traditions 

they have in their culture, and 

how these celebrations and 

traditions have been passed 

on from  

generation to generation.  

“We have lots of singing in at our celebrations”  

Maryam 

“We give a red pocket with money for good luck” 

Dante 

“We pray each night” – Lahwon 

“We have parties with Chinese Dragons” – Arius 

 

We hope all students have a wonderful break during the school holidays, and we look 

forward to a wonderful semester 2 when we return! 

 
Year 3/4 Teachers. 

Year One Inquiry 
Last term the Year 1 children were learning how to Manage Relationships  

effectively. They learnt about how some behaviours can help or hinder  

relationships. They also discovered how managing our emotions can help  

facilitate friendships and that there are many ways to resolve conflict. Children 

were involved in activities such as: working in teams to build a shoe tower, role 

plays and collaborative   
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Year 1 - continued. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term and carrying into next term, our inquiry focus has been about Design and how 

everyday materials can be changed for specific purposes. We have been busy  

collecting materials from home and have begun to use them to create something useful 

for our class mascot ‘Rasheed’. We will be learning more about how some materials can 

be reused, recycled, reduced, repaired, and recovered.  

We are looking forward to finding out how people from our school community create 

various designs from different materials during our Year 1 Design expo! 

Year 2 - The Year 2 team have been working hard throughout this semester, learning lots of 

new things! In  Inquiry, the students have been learning about the past, and were able to explore 
old objects including milk cans and TV antennas which they thought were water buckets and WIFI  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
connectors. The teachers have been reading a book called Victorian Times to the students. They 
were amazed to find out how different the houses looked in the past to the ones we live in today. 
One of the Year 2 students even stated “I can’t believe that someone’s job was to empty the toilet 
every day!”  
The students have also been writing lots of non-fiction books about topics they are experts about. 
They are excited to be able to complete their books so that they can go in the classroom library 
for others to read. Check out the pictures of their cool front covers and different pages that they 
have written! 
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 Year 5/6 

 
Reading 

In our reading sessions we have continued to develop the thinking students need to do while 

reading a range of fiction books. Students learn strategies, such as backing up opinions with     

evidence from the text or recognising traits and perspectives of characters and how this            

influences their actions. Tina from SJE highlighted - “We are studying the book ‘Hatchet’. I have 

created a map of the wilderness setting by gathering information across many chapters. I love 

how I can express my thinking through art”.  

 
Writing  

In our persuasive writing unit, the students developed an understanding of how writing can       

influence or change another's opinion or stance on a particular issue. The students utilised a 

number of persuasive techniques to form a coherent and logical argument. To support their 

argument, students gathered evidence by crafting angled mini-stories and conducted class     

surveys to collect data. Sarah from STB highlighted “This unit has inspired me to try out for school 

captain next year because now I know how I can persuade my teachers and friends”.  

 

Maths 

Throughout the semester we have covered multiple focus areas in mathematics including shape, 

place value and the four operations. Students have learnt the values of whole and decimal    

numbers, properties of 2D and 3D shapes and strategies to aid in solving and computing multistep 

mathematical equations. Connor from STT highlighted, “I’ve enjoyed learning how to solve multi 

step problems as it challenges my learning and has helped me to improve my maths. I find it really 

fun”.  

Inquiry 

What an exciting semester we have had for Inquiry! Students have been busy learning about 

‘Design’ by exploring the following key understandings, ‘People can be inspired to design by     

different sources’ and the ‘selection of materials is influenced by many factors’. Olivia from SJE 

highlighted “I’ve enjoyed the team work and working with others. It was fun to reuse recycled   

materials and make things”.  

FOUNDATION 
 

The first five months of primary school… 

Who can believe that it was only five short months ago that our 52 Foundation students 

started their first day of primary school? It seems like an eternity ago, and also like it was 

just yesterday. The students have been so busy that the time has just flown, and have 

learnt so much that it’s hard to believe it’s only been one semester. 

The students have all mastered our morning routine. Teachers used to collect them in a 

line outside and show them how to walk into the classroom, but they now come in       

independently, wash their hands and hang their bags on the hook, wishing each other 

and the teachers a happy “Good morning!” Then they check in by thinking about how 

they are feeling, considering if they are ready for learning, and putting their name on the 

“Check-In Wall.” We use this wall all day to reflect on how we feel and how we can 

bounce back and help each other. 

After checking in, our Foundation students have been learning the days of the week and 

the structure of the daily schedule (they now often remind teachers what activity is 

next!), and have been counting up the days they have been at school. Stay tuned for 

our exciting First 100 Days of School celebration, early next term! 
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 The most incredible success from this first semester,          

however, is without a doubt the students’ growth in reading 

and writing. At the start of the year, many students could 

not even write their own name and did not know many    

letter s of the alphabet. And now, just a few months later, 

they easily read “SNAP Words” around the room, share 

books with their partners, and even write their own  simple 

stories! We are so proud of our Foundation students. Having 

made so much progress in the first semester, who knows                

  what they’ll  achieve by the end of the year! 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS 

Auslan - During Term 2 students in Year 3 to 6 created an episode of the TV show Sally and Possum.  They worked in 
teams of 4 using constructive action and sign to tell a simple story.  Students planned their production over several 
weeks and their performance was recorded on iPad.  Their use of mime, face expression and storytelling was          
impressive.      
 

Performing Arts - A highlight in the Performing Arts for the junior years has been experimenting with different      
percussion instruments and sounds. The students enjoyed exploring instruments that can be shaken, hit or scrapped 
(such as tambourines, shakers, drums, triangles and cow bells). We ended the term learning about boomwhackers 
(colorful plastic tube instruments that is hit on a surface) that can be used to play along to different rhythms and 
songs.   
 
Physical Education—A Highlight in Physical Education this semester has been the outstanding performances by our 
interschool sports teams. DPN had our Softball team in term 1 win the district competition and our Tennis team           
finishing runners up. Our Term 2 sports teams were just as successful with our Girls Netball team finishing runners up 
and our AFL team finishing 3rd during a Covid affected competition. 
 

Science - Our Science program has been very lucky that we will have the opportunity to work with Sarah Allen,    
author/illustrator, to create some amazing ar twork for  the school all based around sustainability and environ-
ment.  The project will run for most of the year and the end product will be a fantastic art displays created with our 
students.   
 
Art - During term 2 students in 5/6 focused on the artist Vincent Van Gough and the techniques he used on his       
artwork. Students had the opportunity to learn about how Van Gough used nature as his inspiration. Students  have       
attempted to work like his and create some wonder art pieces that have been displayed in the art room.  

Ahmed practising lower-case letters Dante, Aloniab and Bilal reading Jocelyn's writing about the playground 

Layla's writing: "I like to swim." Raavi's SNAP words Tua's writing: "I went to the city." 

Omer and Taha reading 



Deer Park North Primary School Newsletter 

 

Movie Maker Project—Term 3 
 

We have exciting opportunity for some of our Year 5/6 
students learning alongside Melbourne City Mission to 
write, create and film Personal Memoirs of their lives 
and experiences.  
 
We look forward to showcasing their completed movies 
to our school community! 
 
 

 


