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  2022 School Terms 
Term 1  28 Jan - 8 April 
Term 2  26 April - 24 June 
Term 3  11 July - 16 Sept  
Term 4  3 Oct - 20 Dec 
 
Events and Activities: 
30  March   School  Photos 
31 March    Year 5 excursion  -             

     Bowery Theatre 
1 April        Yr 2 Werribee Park  
   Excursion 
     3/4 Taskworks incursion 
6 April     House Games Day 
7 April        Yr 1 Team Building  
                          Incursion 
8 April       End of Term  2:30pm   
                    dismissal  

General Office Contact Details 
 

Dear parents/carers and friends,  

 

Throughout the term it has been so pleasing to see our students getting 
back into the routines of onsite learning and re-connecting with their 
teachers and classmates. With the end of term just over one week away, 
I am sure we will all be grateful and relieved to have had a  

uninterrupted term of face-to-face teaching and learning!  

 

Of course, we continue to operate within the government health and 
safety guidelines e.g. wearing of masks, social distancing, density limits, 
ventilation, hand washing/sanitising. Thank you to parents/carers for  

being vigilant with rapid antigen testing (RAT) and notifying the school  

of positive household COVID cases and close contacts. This in turn, has 
enabled the school to promptly notify community members of cases.  

 

Again, it’s been a busy term! Since our return, there has been a strong 
focus on personalised learning for our students, particularly in literacy, 
numeracy and social and emotional wellbeing. A number of our  

programs and initiatives are highlighted in this newsletter. Thank you to 
our co-ordinating staff  members for their efforts in providing these rich 
opportunities for our students.  

 

The Victorian Government has implemented the Positive Start in 2022 
initiative. As part of this initiative our school is eligible to book fully  
subsidised (free) camps. It was unfortunate that students missed out on 
attending camps in 2020/2021 due to COVID-19 restrictions. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for students in Years 3-6 to experience school 
camp this year - at no cost to families! 
 

We have been fortunate to make camp bookings for a Year 3/4 camp to 
be held 22-24 August and a Year 5/6 camp to be held 5-9 September. 
There will be places for all students to participate. Once details are fully 
confirmed by each of the camps, information will be provided to families. 

 
Kind regards,    
 

Liz Balharrie 
 

Be…    respectful   empathetic       resilient              your best      

Principal - Liz Balharrie          Assistant Principals - Lynne Ord-Oraniuk and Francisco Quimbo 

   

 

Office Hours:   Monday - Friday 8:30am - 4:00pm   

  Address: 18 - 36 Mawson Avenue, Deer Park, 3023  Phone: 93634600   

 Email: deer.park.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au  Web: www.deerparknthps.vic.edu.au 
   

Calendar of Events Message from the Principal 

 

School Holidays  
Sat 9th - Mon 25th April 

 
Wishing everyone a 

happy and safe  
school holiday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Easter! 

mailto:deer.park.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.deerparknps.vic.edu.au
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Curriculum News 
Reading 

Reading books aloud to children stimulates their imagination and expands their understanding of the world. It 
helps them develop language and listening skills and prepares them to understand the written word. 

Young children, pre-teens, and teens can all reap several benefits from reading 20 minutes a day -  whether that’s 
helping them learn about the world around them, increasing their academic performance, discovering their own 
untapped creative potential, or just hanging out and enjoying a great book! 

Reading books- the facts 

· Helps kids develop empathy 

· Encourages children to relax at bedtime 

· Fiction stimulates creativity in children 

· Reading stimulates and enhances children’s imaginations 

· Kids who read often and widely get better at it 

· Reading exercises our brains 

· Reading improves concentration 

· Reading improves a child’s vocabulary and leads to more highly developed language skills 

· Children who read do better at school 

 

Projects in 2022 

Action Research Project: Student Agency 

Jeni Wilson, educational consultant, is working with a team of teachers, Marina Portelli, Vanessa Grossi, Melissa 
Lodkowski and Fran Quimbo, on an action research project to inform our continuing work to build student agen-
cy throughout the school. The project is for 6 months. 

Numeracy Project 

Ellen Corovic from Monash University is working with teams of teachers in numeracy. This project involves 
teachers planning and delivering lessons and receiving feedback to continually improve their practice. Teachers in 
3-6 are involved this term and other teams will be coached throughout the year. Ellen is also supporting planning 
with the Year 1 team. 

Tutor Program 

Students across the school are involved in the tutor program. At this stage we are running two programs, Levelled 
Literacy Instruction and Phonics instruction. 

Feedback 

Across the school we are focusing on feedback. Feedback provides a way for students to continually improve and 
set goals for their learning. Feedback is about letting children know what they are doing well and to let them 
know what they need to do next. Feedback that offers children direction has a significant impact on their growth 
as a learner. 
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Kitchen & Garden Program 
With autumn closing in, we receive more rain and milder weather.  The garden  
responds quickly and the empty tired beds suddenly are filled with lush green 
growth again. With the help of our little hands, weeding and tying up the tomato 
vines, nature rewards us with an abundance of  produce. We celebrate the harvest 
by turning them into edible artworks! 
 

One more thing to mention: our little artists made an insect hotel a few years ago. 

Now those students are  moving on to secondary colleges but their work stays and 

turns into a cosy habitat for all kinds of garden critters. We have spotted lizards, 

hover flies, ladybugs and spiders and so on. We are so proud of our students for 

their generosity and contribution of their hard work. As a result our students  learn and make our school a better place. 

Jing Wang - Kitchen Garden  
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House Games  

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday 6th April, we will be holding a House Games morning! 

Students will be participating in fun games whilst celebrating their house spirit. These games  

are designed to promote inclusion, teamwork, co-operation and leadership.  

Students and staff  members are encouraged to wear their sports attire (shoes and track pants/

shorts)  and house colours (T-shirts and tops) on the day.  

All participants will require a broadbrimmed SunSmart school hat. 

Thank you,  

Aaron Page 

Physical Education Teacher/Sports Coordinator  

HOVELL GOULD TASMAN MAWSON 

e Smart update:  Technology is forever changing and upgrading … 

Our Mobile Phone policy, requires students to hand in their devices to the school office at the start 
of the day and pick them up at the end of the school day. This now will include Smart watches.  

 

 

Watches that can take photos, record videos, conversations, and some – able to call other people.  

Students will be asked to hand these devices to the office. They can then collect them from the  

office at the end of the school day.    
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Restorative Practices 
Recently our school was asked to showcase our safe and orderly learning 
environment to other school leadership teams in our school network. One 
of the key reasons for our success is our common practice of Restorative 
Conversations. 
 
Our school has been using restorative practices with students for more 
than six years.  
 
The numerous benefits of the practice include:   
· promotion of student learning and facilitation of an environment of  
 safety, trust and connectedness. 
· awareness of others, responsibility and empathy. 
· direct participation of those affected by misconduct in its resolution. 
· management of relationships rather than behaviour management. 
· separate the behaviour from the individual. 
· re-establish relationships which may have been harmed. 

 

We are seeing the positive impact this is having with our student’s wellbeing and school safety.  

We also thank our staff with the continued support of restorative practices.  

Francisco Quimbo   Assistant Principal - Wellbeing and Inclusion 

Community Hub News 
The Hub’s programs are returning face-to-face! You are invited to join in the programs. 

There is no cost.  

We have different activities for parents/carers and children.  

The current programs are: 

• English Classes   Mondays & Tuesdays: 9:30am - 2:30pm 

• Vietnamese Playgroup  Tuesdays: 10am - 12pm 

• Cooking and Conversation  Thursdays: 1pm -3pm 

• Under 5 in the Hive Playgroup (Multicultural Playgroup)   

     Fridays: 10am - 12pm 

Please visit the Hub in person for more information or call the school office on  9363 

4600. 

I look forward to welcoming you to the DPN Hub. 

Ruth Tial 

Introducing 2022 DPN School Captains ... 
Sumer - I am excited to be elected School Captain. I am 
excited for the upcoming challenges and I will definitely 
respect people the way they should be respected. I’m 
honored to be elected and get the chance to represent 
the school as a school captain. I hope to be a great  
influence on everyone and I can do an awesome job at 
helping others in need. I look forward to a great year.  

Olivia - Hi, I’m Olivia and I am incredibly proud 
to be a school leader at DPNPS. I’m looking 
forward to meeting you all at school assemblies 
and recess clubs. Don’t be shy, come and say hi 
to me. I promise to listen to your ideas.

Sarah - I am filled with enthusiasm for being elected as a 
School Captain for 2022.  I love coming to Deer Park 
North Primary School every day. I enjoy learning and 
being with my friends and teachers at this amazing 
school. This school has helped me grow in my learning 
and I've always felt safe and supported. I am looking 
forward to sharing my support and kindness with the rest 
of the school for 2022.

Harjodh - I am honoured  to be the school  
captain of Deer Park North Primary School. I'm 
grateful to accomplish this feat and I hope to go 
even higher one day. Deer Park North is a safe 
and welcoming environment. It makes me feel 
like I can do my best. Being a school captain 
comes with great responsibility, and I hope to 
follow all school values no matter the  
circumstance and be a leader of the schooling 
community. 
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Science and Sustainability News 
Sarah Allen 
You may have seen the big mural on the Bee Hive wall. Last year, we 
were lucky to work with artist Sarah Allen. She worked with students  
individually, creating bird collages and helped us with our bird count. The 
most common birds in our school are the Magpie, Rainbow Lorikeet, 
New Holland Honey Eater and the Red Wattle Bird. These birds were  
selected to feature in the mural! 
 
Kids Teaching Kids  
The Green Team students participated in the KTK program last term. They designed and facilitated a 
lesson for the grade 2 students. They played a game called ‘rob the nest’ and they helped the grade 2’s 
make bird feeders to take home. We have some left-over grant money since the state-wide event didn’t 
take place, so watch out for the addition of bird baths, nesting boxes and native shrubs around our 
school in the coming weeks to benefit our bird community.  

 
 
 
 

Chickens 
Our 3 chickens are an absolute delight!  
Students love to pat them, feed them and collect their eggs. They also love  
snacking on the kitchen scraps from the kitchen/garden program! 
 
Compost  
Each class has a fruit/vegetable scrap bin. These are emptied weekly into our 
‘Worm Farm Grande’. The worms break down all of the scraps and provide us with 
worm juice and castings which go back to our garden.  
For the garden waste, leaves, branches etc, we have a 3 bay system. We also  
receive used coffee grounds from Reground https://www.reground.com.au/ which 
keeps them out of land fill and speeds up our composting process. Compost gold! 
 

Clean up Australia - the school week 
 
The school community worked together to clean up 
our grounds. Each cohort was given an area and 
they were equipped with tongs, buckets and gloves. 
Everyone did an excellent job!  
 
We registered with Clean Up Australia who did a 
survey on how many disposable masks volunteers 
picked up. Our total was…… 98!  

 
Thank you to everyone who took part to make our school a cleaner place. Our 
next step is to come up with an action plan to tackle our mask litter problem! 
We are working on the waste module for Resource Smart. Our clean up week, composting system and 
recycling evidence will help us gain 3/5 stars! Congratulations to our school community for helping our 
little patch of Earth become cleaner and greener. 
 
Melissa Lodkowski, Science and Sustainability 

https://www.reground.com.au/
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Year 5’s had a fantastic 
time, dancing and singing 
along with the songs!!  

2023  
Foundation  

enrolments now 
open! 

 
Please contact the 

school office to  
arrange a tour and 

meet us!  
93634600 


