
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Year 5/6 Newsletter 

Term 1 2024 

 

• Well done to all the Year 5 and 6’s 
for a great start to the year. It has 
been fantastic to see all students 
in full school uniform and being 
SunSmart with their hats. 
 

• Our Fridays have been busy with 
Interschool sports this term. 
Students have shown great 
enthusiasm and sportsmanship!  

 

Celebrations  
 

• The wonderful work students have 
been doing can be viewed on the 
Seesaw App by families. It is a 
great way to be part of your child’s 
learning. Please ask your child or 
their teacher for the Home Access 
code if you have yet to sign up for 
your account. 
 

• It is expected that every student 
reads for at least 20 minutes a day 
and is recording this in their 
Reading Log. We want to 
commend those students who have 
remembered to bring their Reading 
Log to school every day! Well done. 

Reminders 



 

 

 

 

Over the course of Term 1, Students have been setting 
the tone of what our Reading session expectations are. We 
have focused on selecting challenging texts, setting clear 
achievable Reading goals and completing high quality 
Reading responses using our Reading Quilt.  
 

Students began our term by 
reading the exceptional text, ‘Exit 
Through The Gift Shop’ written by 
Maryam Master. Students built our 
background knowledge of the author. 
They learnt about analysing the social, 
historical and cultural context of the 
text, students were able to analyse 
scenes of the text understanding the 
context to which it connects. 
 

Later on in the term, students moved on to a new text, 
‘Heroes, Rebels and Innovators’ written by Karen Wyld. 
Students studied the backstory of the Gundagi flood and the 
story of Yarri and Jacky Jacky, the heroes who saved 68 
people.  They analysed sentence structure in the text and 
were able to connect and compare information they had 
learnt from the text and what they had learnt from research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

As we continue our reading, students are 
reminded that it is a requirement that 20 

minutes of reading is completed daily and 
recorded in their individual reading log. 
Thank you to our amazing families for 

supporting our students with this process. 



 

 

 

 

This Term in writing the Year 5/6s started off with a Narrative Unit and then 
moved on to Persuasive Writing in preparation for NAPLAN!  

 
The students learned to look at 

their writing like a director would for a 
movie. They practised storyboarding when 
planning just like a director would for a 
film. They then focused on each “scene” of 
their narrative. Utilising techniques such 
as Zooming in, Window of Attention, 
Vantage Point, and Action Chains. All of 
these combined helped the students add 
more detail, movement, and description to 
their writing.  

 
 

In persuasive writing, the students 
began the unit by trying to convince their 
classmates to vote for them for a reward. 
They learned that for persuasive writing 
you needed to make a stance and have 
reasons to support your stance. Students 
really enjoyed coming up with different 
reasons their fellow classmates should 
vote for them! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 



 

 

 

 

This term, students have been working 
on a variety of maths problems to develop 
their proficiency with mathematical 
concepts, skills, procedures and processes 
related to Pattern, Number, Shapes and 
Angles. Through open ended tasks, 
students had the opportunity to work in 
groups, focus on the way they structure 
their working out to clearly display their 
thinking and share their strategies to their 
peers. They have attempted to calculate 
how many times our heart would beat in a 
lifetime, how we would spend $1 million 
dollars and how many people would fit in 
our classroom. Students have also enjoyed 
practising their estimation skills by 
estimating Miss Molly’s and Miss Nguyen’s 
height as our maths warm ups!  

 

With relevant and real life maths 
problems, students have shown great levels 
of engagement and enthusiasm for the 
subject. It has been wonderful to see 
students practising and discovering new 
strategies to solve problems in an efficient 
and confident manner. These include using 
number lines, number sentences, tables, 
partitioning, vertical  

 
algorithm, diagrams, bar method, 
manipulatives and other maths 
resources in the classroom. Being 
able to articulate their thought 
process and justify our answers 
will continue to be the goal in 
maths for the Year 5/6 cohort. 

 

Maths 



 

 

 

 

This term in Inquiry, students have focused on health and wellbeing from a 
holistic perspective by investigating all the aspects that contribute to and influence 
our health and wellbeing. Students were able to share their pre-existing knowledge 
as well as pose any questions they had. The responses and questions they shared 
demonstrated their keen interest and curiosity in learning more about these topics. 
The key understandings that 
student’s developed were the 
idea that our views and 
perspectives change over time, 
there are barriers and 
opportunities to increase 
wellbeing and there are 
strategies, services and resources 
available in our community to 
assist with our health and 
wellbeing.  

 
During week 5, we were lucky enough to have a panel of special guests with 

different backgrounds in community health and wellbeing, such as a Paramedic and 
David who is one of the wellbeing leaders here at Deer Park North, come in and visit 
our 5/6s. They each spoke about what their role entails and answered any questions 
the students had. It was fantastic to see how engaged the students were and how 
much thought they put into the questions they asked.  

 
 
After speaking with the special 

guests, the students were then able 
to select a focus group to delve 
deeper and learn more about the 
following topics: 
religion/spirituality, mental health, 
equality/equity, cultural identity, 
digital safety and transitions.  

  

 

 

Inquiry 



 

 

 

 

Students have been learning about breakfast 
items, transportation, shopping, things found 
outside in the yard and vegetables. Throughout 
Term 1, students have been working 
collaboratively during these sessions to develop 
and refine their hand signing and facial 
expressions when communicating in AUSLAN. 

 

 

 

 

Throughout Term 1, students have collaborated and individually focused on tasks 
around Emotional Literacy. Students examined and learnt that emotions can be 
positive, negative and mixed and the intensity of these emotions can change according 
to different events they face in life.  

 

AUSLAN 

Respectful Relationships 



 

 

 

 

This term in science, students have been 
learning about plant and animal adaptations. 
They looked closely at animals like the frilled 

necked lizard and how it has adapted to 
survive its environment. They have also 

experimented with different tools to see which 
bird beak is most suitable for certain foods. 
They are currently working on their STEM 

project - to create a bear out of clay that has 
adapted to live in the Sturt Stony Desert! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The students have had an amazing start to the 
year in Performing Arts! They began the year 
by exploring our expressive skills (voice, body, 
gesture and facial) which then lead to working 
on their improvisation skills- this is when 
students think and act on the spot. The 
students are finishing the term by exploring 
features of a play script and will be presenting 
a scripted play in front of an audience.   

Performing Arts 



 

 

 

 

Senior school students experimented with clay to learn how to join pieces together. 
Students learnt about the slip, score and blend techniques to create their work.  

Slip and score in pottery is a technique used to join two pieces of clay together. To 
slip and score clay, a potter scratches marks on the surface of the clay (score).  

The potter then applies a liquid mixture of clay in water (slip) to the scored surface. 
Finally, the potter joins all pieces together by blending the sections together. 

Students will paint and apply vanish to finish off their artwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visual Arts 



 

 

 

 

Year 5 and 6 students have had a 
fantastic term in PE and have shown a 
positive attitude in completing all 
activities. Students have been 
participating in cross country practice in 
PE lessons to increase their running 
stamina and fitness levels.  

Students have also engaged in an 
Invasion Games topic this term, where 
they have focused on playing two sports 
(Basketball and European Handball). In 
PE lessons, students have focused on 
skilled activities that develop important 
skill components such as passing, 
shooting, attacking and defence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical Education 



Transitions 
 

 

 

 

On March 7th, James Dowie (Assistant Principal) and Year 9 student leaders from 
Victoria University Secondary College visited our school to discuss with the Year 5/6s 
opportunities and programs available for perspective 7 students in 2025. Mr Dowie 
was impressed by the quality of the questions the students asked. 

 

As Year 6 students begin their 
final year of primary school, local 
high schools will be hosting 
information evenings. Attendance 
at these events provides families 
and students opportunities to 
learn more about the school, the 
programs and opportunities they 
offer and tour the facilities. 

  

These high schools will be hosting an information evening in April:  

• Victoria University Secondary College (Junior Campus) - Monday 22nd April 
2024 at 6pm. 

• Taylors Lakes Secondary College - Monday 22nd April 2024 from 5:30pm to 
8;00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Seesaw 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the course of Term 1, students have been 
utilising their Seesaw accounts in and outside of 
the classroom. 
  
It has been excellent to see so many of our parents 
joining our Class Seesaw to see: 

· Weekly work posted by students. 
· Weekly posts from teachers 
· Posts from specialist teachers 
· Reminders about upcoming events 

  
 

We are using this portal across the school to have parents, teachers and students 
connected to what is happening in class. 
  
Parents have access to like and comment on their child’s class work and can see 
weekly posts from the classroom teacher. 
For more urgent matters, please contact the main point of call is to make an 
appointment, phone call or you can use Compass to send a message to your 
classroom teacher if needed.  
  
If you are not currently connected to your 
child’s Seesaw account, please inform your 
classroom teacher and they will provide 
another QR code enabling your access.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



Digital Safety 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 


